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NOTICE: The Joint Applicants request expedited approval of this Joint Application.  They 

will poll the U.S. carrier representatives served with this Joint Application and 
notify the Department promptly of the results upon completion. 
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Joint Application of American Airlines, Inc. and Aer Lingus Limited  
for Blanket Statements of Authorization and an Amended Exemption 

American Airlines, Inc. (and its affiliates, Envoy Air, Inc., PSA Airlines, Inc. and Piedmont 

Airlines, Inc.) (“American”) and Aer Lingus Limited (together, the “Joint Applicants”) hereby 

apply for the authorities listed below in order to permit the Joint Applicants to implement 

reciprocal blanket codeshare services.  Specifically, the Joint Applicants request: 

(a) a blanket statement of authorization to American, pursuant to 14 C.F.R. Part 212, 
to the extent necessary to authorize American to display Aer Lingus’ “EI*” 
designator code in conjunction with foreign air transportation of persons, property, 
and mail on flights operated by American between any points in the United States 
and from any point or points behind the United States via the United States and 
intermediate points to any point or points in any Member State or States of the 
European Union and beyond; 
 

(b) a blanket statement of authorization to Aer Lingus, pursuant to 14 C.F.R. Part 212, 
to the extent necessary to authorize Aer Lingus to display American’s “AA*” 
designator code in conjunction with foreign air transportation of persons, property, 
and mail on flights operated by Aer Lingus between any points in the European 
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Union and from any point or points behind the Member States of the European 
Union via the Member States and intermediate points to any point or points in the 
United States and beyond; and 

 
(c) an amendment to American’s third-country codesharing exemption under 49 

U.S.C. § 40109, which the Department of Transportation (“Department”) granted 
to American in Docket DOT-OST-2009-0337, to the extent necessary to add Aer 
Lingus to the list of foreign air carriers with which American has codeshare 
authorization and to permit American to display the “AA*” designator code on 
flights operated by Aer Lingus. 

 
The Joint Applicants request that, consistent with Department practice, the blanket statements of 

authorization remain in effect for an indefinite period and that the amended exemption remain in 

effect for a period of at least two years. 

The Joint Applicants respectfully request expedited treatment of this Joint Application and 

a waiver of the Department’s 45-day advance filing requirement for statements of authorization.  

The Joint Applicants will poll the carrier representatives served with this Joint Application and 

advise the Department of the results as soon as possible. 

In support of this Joint Application, the Joint Applicants state as follows: 

1. The Joint Applicants have entered into a reciprocal codeshare agreement under 

which, among other things, the Joint Applicants agreed to mutually designate certain flights on 

which American will display Aer Lingus’ “EI*” designator code and Aer Lingus will display 

American’s “AA*” designator code.  The flights will be between the United States and the 

European Union, via intermediate points, and points beyond, thus extending the range of 

American’s and Aer Lingus’ services to the mutual benefit of the traveling and shipping public 

and the Joint Applicants.  A copy of the agreement, with sensitive commercial terms redacted, is 

attached as Exhibit 1.   
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2. To implement their codeshare arrangement, American requests a blanket statement 

of authorization to the extent necessary to permit it to display Aer Lingus’ “EI*” designator code 

in conjunction with foreign air transportation of persons, property, and mail on flights operated by 

American between any points in the United States and from any point or points behind the United 

States via the United States and intermediate points to any point or points in any Member State or 

States of the European Union and beyond. 

3. American further requests, to the extent necessary, an amendment to its broad 

exemption authority to provide scheduled foreign air transportation of persons, property and mail 

between the United States and points worldwide on a third-country codeshare basis pursuant to 

blanket codeshare authorization approved by the Department.  Specifically, American seeks to add 

Aer Lingus to footnote 1 of the Department’s Notice of Action Taken, dated November 19, 2021, 

in Docket DOT-OST-2009-0337, which lists foreign carriers with which American has codeshare 

authorizations. The relief requested is similar to amendments that the Department has already 

issued to American in Docket DOT-OST-2009-0337 from time to time, as well as amendments to 

blanket exemption authority held by United Air Lines in Docket DOT-OST-2004-19148 and Delta 

Air Lines in Docket DOT-OST-2005-20145.  

4. Aer Lingus requests a blanket statement of authorization to the extent necessary to 

permit it to display American’s “AA*” designator code in conjunction with foreign air 

transportation of persons, property, and mail on flights operated by Aer Lingus between points in 

the European Union and from any point or points behind the Member States of the European Union 

via the Member States and intermediate points to any point or points in the United States and 

beyond. 
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5. American holds the necessary underlying route authority to serve all open-skies 

partners of the United States (including but not limited to the European Union).1 

6. American is a citizen of the United States, within the meaning of 49 U.S.C. § 

40102(a)(15)(C) and fit, willing, and able to perform the proposed services contemplated by this 

Joint Application.  It holds certificates of public convenience and necessity and exemption 

authority from the Department to conduct scheduled interstate and foreign air transportation of 

persons, property, and mail on various routes.2  American requests that, pursuant to Rule 24, the 

Department take official notice of all data American has filed with the Department to establish its 

fitness. 

7. Aer Lingus is fit, willing, and able to perform the proposed services contemplated 

by this Joint Application.  It holds a foreign air carrier permit from the Department that authorizes 

it, inter alia, to engage in scheduled foreign air transportation of persons, property and mail from 

any point or points behind any Member State of the European Union, via any point or points in 

any Member States and via intermediate points to any point or points in the United States and 

beyond; and scheduled foreign air transportation of persons, property, and mail between any point 

or points in the United States and any point or points in any member of the European Common 

Aviation Area.3  Aer Lingus requests that, pursuant to Rule 24, the Department take official notice 

of all data Aer Lingus has filed with the Department to establish its fitness. 

 
1 See DOT Order 2007-4-2 (granting blanket open-skies route authority).   

2 See, e.g., DOT Notice of Action Taken, dated October 7, 2014 (Docket DOT-OST-2014-0169) (Dallas/Ft. Worth-
Beijing); DOT Order 2007-4-2.   
3 See DOT Order 2007-10-38. 
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8. Approval of the requested codesharing authorities and exemption amendment is 

consistent with the provisions of the open-skies 2007 Air Transport Agreement between the United 

States and the European Union (“U.S.-EU ATA”).  Article 10(7) of the U.S.-EU ATA authorizes 

codesharing between  carriers of the United States and the European Union, provided that the 

codesharing carriers hold the appropriate authority and meet the conditions prescribed under the 

laws and regulations normally applied to such agreements.    

9. Approval of this Joint Application is in the public interest.  The Joint Applicants’ 

codeshare arrangement will enable each carrier to offer convenient additional services between the 

United States and the European Union and beyond.  This will enhance competition, as well as the 

U.S.-European Union (including U.S.–Ireland) service options available to consumers.  Moreover, 

since the requested codeshare authorization is entirely consistent with the U.S.-EU ATA, there is 

prima facie evidence that approval of this Joint Application is in the public interest. 

10. Pursuant to the Department’s Notice In the Matter of Blanket Notification of Code-

Share Service to Open-Skies Partners and Points, served February 9, 2009, the Joint Applicants 

also hereby provide blanket notice of their intent for Aer Lingus to display American’s “AA*” 

designator code and American to display Aer Lingus’ “EI*” designator code on flights serving the 

open-skies points as described in this Joint Application and as set forth in the Joint Applicants’ 

codeshare agreement.  This Joint Application also serves as notice of codeshare service to the non-

open-skies points set forth in the Joint Applicants’ codeshare agreement.  The Joint Applicants 

will notify the Department at least 30 days before commencing any codeshare services to/from 

any additional non-open-skies points.4 

 
4 American will not permit its “AA*” designator code to be carried on any flight that enters, departs or transits the 
airspace for which the Federal Aviation Administration has issued a flight prohibition. 
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11. The Joint Applicants attach as Exhibit 2 American’s compliance statement to the 

Federal Aviation Administration on Aer Lingus’ IATA Operational Safety Audit.  Ireland is 

Category 1. 

12. The Joint Applicants agree to accept the conditions normally imposed on air 

carriers engaging in codesharing services to and from the United States, including 14 C.F.R. Part 

257.  American will accept and abide by all terms, limitations, and conditions that the Department 

normally attaches to the requested exemption authority.   

13. The codeshare services contemplated under this Joint Application will not impact 

American’s commitments concerning the Civil Reserve Air Fleet. 

14. Granting the Joint Application will not result in a near-term net annual change in 

aircraft fuel consumption of 10 million gallons or more. 
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WHEREFORE, American and Aer Lingus respectfully request that the Department (1) grant 

the Joint Application for blanket statements of authorization, (2) grant American’s application for an 

amendment to its third-country codesharing exemption authority, (3) grant the waiver request, and (4) 

grant such other and further relief as the Department deems appropriate. 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

   Don H. Hainbach 

 
                                 
 

Robert A. Wirick 
Managing Director 
International Government Affairs 
 
John B. Williams 
Senior Analyst 
International Government Affairs 
 
American Airlines, Inc. 
1200 17th St. NW Suite 400 
Washington, DC  20036 
(682) 278-0096 
robert.wirick@aa.com 
john.b.williams@aa.com 
 
Arjun Garg 
Patrick R. Rizzi 
Hogan Lovells US LLP  
555 Thirteenth Street NW 
Washington, DC 20004-1109 
Tel: (202) 637-6423 / 5659 
Fax: (202) 637-5910 
arjun.garg@hoganlovells.com 
patrick.rizzi@hoganlovells.com  
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Garofalo Goerlich Hainbach PC 
1200 New Hampshire Avenue NW 
Suite 410 
Washington, D.C. 20036 
Tel: 202-776-3970 
Fax: 202-776-3975 
dhainbach@ggh-airlaw.com 
ekatz@ggh-airlaw.com  
 
Counsel for Aer Lingus Limited 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

 I certify that, on January 27, 2022, I caused to be served a copy of the foregoing Joint 
Application for Blanket Statements of Authorization and an Amended Exemption by email upon 
those addressees listed below:  

 
forsbergap@state.gov (Department of State) 
yonhy@state.gov (Department of State) 
williamsds3@state.gov (Department of State) 
joel.szabat@dot.gov (Department of Transportation) 
todd.homan@dot.gov (Department of Transportation) 
benjamin.taylor@dot.gov (Department of Transportation) 
brett.kruger@dot.gov (Department of Transportation) 
robert.carty@faa.gov (Federal Aviation Administration) 
eugene.alford@trade.gov (Department of Commerce) 
dan.weiss@united.com (United) 
steve.morrissey@united.com (United) 
amna.arshad@freshfields.com (Counsel for United) 
chris.walker@delta.com (Delta) 
steven.seiden@delta.com (Delta) 
robert.land@jetblue.com (JetBlue) 
reese.davidson@jetblue.com (JetBlue) 
naveen.rao@atlasair.com (Atlas) 
kevin.montgomery@polaraircargo.com (Polar) 
dsmalls@ups.com (UPS) 
anita.mosner@hklaw.com (Counsel for UPS) 
marina.obrien@hklaw.com (Counsel for UPS) 
anne.bechdolt@fedex.com (FedEx) 
sllunsford@fedex.com (FedEx) 
brian.hedberg@fedex.com (FedEx) 
info@airlineinfo.com 

         
        _______________ 
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EXHIBIT 1 

Codeshare Agreement 

Between American Airlines and Aer Lingus 























































































































EXHIBIT 2 

 

 

 

American’s Compliance Statement  

on Aer Lingus’ IOSA 

 



 

P.O BOX  619616, DALLAS/FORT WORTH AIRPORT, TEXAS  75261-9616 

 

 

 
 

Compliance Statement for 

Aer Lingus Limited (EIN) 
CERS 210126658 

 

 
 
American Airlines, Inc., pursuant to the Codeshare Safety Program Guidelines issued by the 
Department of Transportation on December 22, 2015, hereby submits this compliance 

statement.  
 
 

1. An IATA Operational Safety Audit (IOSA) of Aer Lingus Limited (EIN) was conducted by 
Aviation Quality Services during the period of May 24-28, 2021.  The audit expiry is October 
21, 2023.  

 
2. The audit was conducted in accordance with the audit program that American Airlines 

submitted to DOT/FAA under the referenced Guidelines.  

 
3. The FAA has determined that Ireland is a Category 1 country under the International 

Aviation Safety Assessment Program dated May 25, 2021.   

 
4. American Airlines reviewed the IOSA Audit Report (IAR) and confirms that all areas of Aer 

Lingus Limited (EIN) operations meet the applicable ICAO standards for U. S. codeshare. 
 

5. The IOSA Audit Report is available for FAA review. 
 
 

       
 
Bobbi Wells 

VP, Safety, Environmental, and Regulatory Compliance 
1 Skyview Drive       
Ft. Worth, Texas 76155      

(682) 278-4407 
    
 

September 15, 2021 
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